
 

 

RMS PTA 
Meeting Minutes 
January 12, 2015 

 
Attendees: Sharon Baum, Carla Moore, Marietta Goldman, Ginger O'Neil, Patrick Held, 
Julie Chamberlain, Paula Ray, Donna Jamison, Leigh Deignan, Jayne Pettus, Jackie 
Davies, Julie Winkel, Kim Martin, Leigh Herrmann, Kathy Riley, Karen Zegarra, Alycia 
McGonegal, Kim Miller, Polly Smith, Brooke Shepard, Louisa Harrison, Lynda Cosmo 
 
 
Welcome/President's Report, Alycia McGonegal:  Great to see so many people. We 
need to try to come together as often as possible. Some people feel that that they don't 
know what they are doing. Everyone now has a binder to provide useful info on your 
committee. Feel free to combine binders if you have one already. The binder has the 
PTA mission statement, what committee chairs of the PTA should be doing, committee 
description, board list, budget, expense reimbursement form, annual work plan and 
event report (how did it go?).  
 
We need to vote in new treasurer. Heather Benedetti will be interim treasurer. 
Nominated by Alycia and seconded by Kim Martin. All in favor. No nays. 
 
We have had a volunteer coordinator and at this time, we are eliminating that position 
based on how it has working. Now you will create a Sign Up Genius and send it directly 
to Marietta and Ginger, who will forward it out to everyone who needs to see it.  
 
We are working on Teacher Support. Modeling it after the CBG model. There are 
currently two teaching teams per grade level. Alycia will speak at the next faculty 
meeting about it. It helps the teachers and helps parents to know what is going on.  
 
First Vice President's Report, Leigh Herrmann: Hopes email didn't offend anyone. 
Starting to work on filling board positions for next year. 
 
Second Vice President's Report, Karen Zegarra: Just received a $1,200 check from 
Kroger. Thank you to Dr. Held for sending out email about it. We would love to have 150 
families signed up. If, at the end of this quarter, we have not made up the shortfall in 
fundraising, we will have to do a second fundraiser. Karen will need a replacement 
second vp for next year as she will not be at RMS. 
 
Third Vice President's Report, Ginger O'Neil: Have a lot of info for Raider's Notes. 
 
Secretary's Report, Kim Miller: If you are expecting things (either from students, 
vendors, etc.) be sure to check the PTA mailbox, even if you have a specific place for 
that info to go.  
 



 

 

Administrator's Report, Dr. Held:  Mrs. Durwyn (7th grade) has left to move back to 
CT. We currently have a longterm sub for the next month. Talking to some colleges with 
recent grads for possible replacements.  
 
There is a new Assistant Principal, Mrs. Hoppin. She started Monday after the break 
and is working well with the students. 
 
Chrome Days--these are in the works for snow days. It is a Chromebook plan for kids to 
do some work on snow days. The problem is that not all kids have access to the 
internet. This will help their formative grades and won't count against them. 
 
Currently starting an all school book read. It goes along with promoting respect. 
Running Dream is the book. It is being done during roundtable.  
 
CCPS has started doing surprise "Code Blue" drills (intruder). A Parentlink goes out 
before it starts and there is a call from Dr. Held afterward. School safety is very 
important (this is a 3 year rotating cycle). After the drill an evaluation is done by the 
county. Even without the surprise drill, there will be one before the end of the month.  
 
Excellent Reflections reception! 
 
The CCPS school board recognized RMS PTA at the last meeting for being a National 
School of Excellence. 
 
Expectations Assemblies were done last week. 
 
There maybe a committee formed toward the end of the year to review dress code and 
help it to be consistent. 
 
There is a no gum policy at RMS. 
 
So far, there are about 5 Chromebooks damaged each week. 
 
County Council, Julie Winkel: Julie has been going to the meetings. CCPS is thinking 
about changing the school hours, but it won't be next year. The CC meeting tonight is 
on how to get board members. 
 
Membership & Study Buddies, Brooke Shepard: The elementary school has been 
doing Study Buddies for a while. They find parent volunteers who are willing to come in 
for about 30 minutes about once a week to help individual students. There is currently a 
7th grade remediation class with 5 parents coming in (17 kids in that class). 
 
Dance, Polly Smith: Dance will be 1/23 from 7-9. Info is going out tomorrow. Looking 
for donations. The theme is 80's Neon. 
 



 

 

Welcome Desk, Kim Martin: Desk is running smoothly. Can always use additional 
volunteers. The middle shift may be eliminated next year (add it in only on days when 
office staff is missing).  
 
Reflections, Paula Ray: County reception is 2/7. The reception here went well. Will put 
some of the entries in the display case. Need a new chair for next year. Paula's sister 
Amy won't chair, but would love to help. 
 
Library:  Library is looking for more volunteers to help shelve during the day. 
 
Student Appreciation, Julie Chamberlain: 1/28 will be "Wear your favorite team 
colors/shirt day". 2/25 will be show your RMS Spirit Day.  
 
Staff Appreciation, Kim Miller: We did a breakfast for the new assistant principal on 
the Monday after break. February will be a dessert buffet, date TBD. 
 
RSVP, Lynda Cosmo: Good turn in rate for forms. 3/26 is the final deadline (due to the 
turn around time for getting the awards back). 
 
 Spirit Wear, Kathy Riley: We currently have a lot of inventory, but in random sizes.. 
May do a two week window of online sales. May also sell at the spring concerts and on 
2/24 at the 6th grade electives night. 
 
8th Grade Dance, Jackie Davies and Jayne Pettus: No report 
 
Boxtops, Leigh Deignan and Donna Jamison: We got a check for $193.10, but would 
like a lot more! 
 


